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Thirdly, the HELMET, adorned pretty nearly as the turban,
and, in imitation of the helmets worn by Chaldean generals,
having long tails or tassels depending from the hinder part,
and flowing loosely between the shoulders. According to the
Oriental taste for perfumes, all the ribbons or fillets used in
these helmets and turbans were previously steeped in
perfumes.

Finally, in connexion with the turban, and often with the
veil, was a beautiful ornament for the forehead and the face,
which the ladies of this day would do well to recall. Round
the brow ran a bandeau or tiara of gold or silver, three
fingers'-breadth, and usually set with jewels or pearls : from
this, at each of the temples, depended a chain of pearls or of
coral, which, following the margin of the cheeks, either hung
loose or united below the chin.

SCENE THE FOUKTH

I. The reader has been already made acquainted with the
chemise, or innermost under-dress. The Hebrew ladies, how-
ever, usually wore two under-dresses, the upper of which it
now remains to describe. In substance it was generally
of a fine transparent texture, like the muslins (if we may so
call them) of Cos ; in the later ages it was no doubt of
silk.

The chemise sate close up to the throat; and we have
already mentioned the elaborate work which adorned it
about the opening. But the opening of the robe which we
are now describing was of much larger compass, being cut
down to the bosom; and the embroidery, &c., which enriched
it was still more magnificent. The chemise reached, down
only to the calf of the leg, and the sleeve of it to the elbow :
but the upper chemise or tunic, if we may so call it,
descended in ample draperies to the feet, scarcely allowing the
point of the foot to discover itself ; and the sleeves enveloped
the hands to their middle. Great pomp was lavished on the
folds of the sleeves ; but still greater on the hem of the robe
and the fringe attached to it. The hem was formed by a
broad border of purple, shaded and relieved according to
patterns, and sometimes embroidered in gold thread with the